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Friends of the Project Newsletter

The Ministry of Health Mental Health & Addiction of Older People & Dementia Project
Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Friends of the Project Newsletter. The project has now been running for a year, and we appreciate all of the support that we have received.  We put together this newsletter to ensure that people who are interested in this project are kept informed. 
Please distribute this newsletter to anyone you think may be interested in being informed about the project.  To join the mailing list, email Claire at claire_tennent@moh.govt.nz
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The draft guidance document
The draft guidance document is proceeding through the Ministry’s own review processes. Once the guidance document has been finalised, it will be circulated publicly for comment. 

The guidance document will provide advice to assist service providers to take an integrated approach to meeting the needs of:
· people with dementia
· people affected by intellectual disability who develop dementia or other mental health problems as they age

· people who develop organic brain disorders
· people aged over 65 years who experience mental health or addiction problems.
The guidance document will contain advice on a number of issues that were identified during the project consultation, including the following (not exhaustive) list:

· integrated services

· responsiveness to Māori
· health promotion and illness prevention

· mental health services

· drug and alcohol services

· dementia services

· intellectual disability services

· the role of carers

· workforce issues.

The guidance document will also include recommendations on service delivery, best practice and evidence-based approaches that will enable services to better respond to the needs of the populations identified above. 


Mental health of older people - service specifications
Over the last six months the service specifications for older people’s mental health services have been revised.

Included in the service specifications for older people are:

· sub acute care 
· crisis planned respite
· recovery day rehabilitation 
· dementia behavioural support 
· home-based support 
· inpatient care
· community care.
Feedback on the draft specifications is still welcome. For more information go to:

http://www.midlandmentalhealthnetwork.co.nz/page/77-MoH-National-Service-Specifications-Project
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Please email Claire at Claire_tennent@moh.govt.nz 
For any additional information email Roz Sorensen at Roz_Sorensen@moh.govt.nz or Claire (email above). 
