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FORENSIC MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICE SPECIFICATION
TIER LEVEL TWO

This tier two service specification for Forensic Mental Health is the overarching document for forensic mental health services that must be used in conjunction with  tier one Mental Health and Addiction service specification and one of a range of tier three Forensic Mental Health service specifications.
The service specification defines forensic mental health services and their objectives in the delivery of a range of secondary and tertiary services.  
1. Service Definition
Forensic mental health services (FMHS) are facility centred with a range of outreach services delivered in prisons, courts, community based and home-based settings, delivering  safe, recovery focused, culturally responsive specialist forensic mental health care including  effective assessment, treatment and rehabilitation for:

people with mental health and or co-existing (mental health and addiction) needs who are currently in the justice system and or who are:
· special patients that are:
· subject to an order made under section 115 of the Criminal Justice Act 1985, or section 24 of the Criminal Procedure (Mentally Impaired Persons) Act 2003, or

· are detained in a hospital pursuant to section 45(4)(d) or 46 of the MH (CAT) Act.

· mental health patients who are declared to be restricted patients under section 55 of the MH(CAT) Act.

· clients of General Mental Health Adult Services (GMHAS) that have behaviours that present a high level of risk to others and these behaviours cannot be managed safely within the resources of (GMHAS). Referrals from GAMHS to RFPS will be determined through regional agreements on a case by case basis
Forensic Mental Health Services (FMHS) sit at the interface of mental health and justice. 

2. Service Objectives
The objectives of the Forensic services are to: 

· provide access to services based on legal and clinical need. 
· provide timely, comprehensive, multi-disciplinary assessments,  interventions and rehabilitation in a Forensic context
· provide treatment in the least restrictive environments as bed numbers allow

· accommodate service users in facilities that match their needs

· support culturally , appropriate holistic approaches

· balance the individual rights of the person against safety issues
· meet the needs of specific groups, within the target population for example: people with disabilities, women, older people, those of other ethnic minorities 
· be responsive to the needs of the person and their family, with due regard for the interests of potential victims

· offer opportunities for service users to participate in the service (consumer participation).
Service provision will be based on a process of assessment and will promote positive perceptions of people with mental illness including those who have both a mental illness and contact with the criminal justice system. 
2.1
General

The fundamental principle for forensic mental health services is that all people have the right to expect the same level of mental health services, based on need, as others. People accessing forensic mental health services may present with complex issues due to socio-economic determinants, trauma, violence, alcohol and other substance misuse, offending and their illness. Services will assist them to meet these challenges establishing a sense of purpose and hope.
2.2
Māori Health

Refer to tier one Mental Health and Addictions Specialist Services
3.
Service Users

The Service users will be people that meet the assessment criteria for Forensic Mental Health services. Young people should be transitioning to adult services by their 18th birthday.
4.
Access

4.1
Entry and Exit Criteria 

Entry and exit criteria specific to the service are described in tier three service specifications. 

5.
Service Components

5.1
Processes

The processes include but are not limited to the following:

Assessment, treatment, rehabilitation, wellness management, education, advocacy and support, review, discharge.
5.2
Settings

The Service is provided in community, court, prison and hospital based settings. 

5.3
Key Inputs 

The Service is provided by 

a multi-disciplinary team of people with skills and experience in forensic mental health intervention, treatment and support, made up of: 

· health professionals regulated by the Health Practitioners Competence Assurance Act 2003
· people regulated by a health or social service professional body

· people who interact with service users and who are not subjected to regulatory requirements under legislation or by any other means.

This includes consumer roles such as consumer advisor.

Staff will require skills and experience of working with mental health Service users with forensic mental health needs and co-existing disorders (alcohol and drug misuse). 
5.4.
Pacific Health 

Refer to tier one Mental Health and Addictions Specialist Services
6.
Service Linkages

Linkages include, but are not limited to the following:

	Service Provider
	Nature of Linkage
	Accountabilities

	Other providers of mental health and addiction services  and general health
	Referral, liaison, consultation 
	Work with other relevant professionals and agencies in the care of the service user

	Other providers of services to people in the justice system or a special patient
	Referral, liaison, networking, collaboration 
	Work collaboratively with other providers e.g. Department of Corrections, Prisons, Justice 


7.
Exclusions

Refer to tier one Mental Health and Addictions Specialist Services.
8.
Quality Requirements
The Service must comply with the Provider Quality Standards (PQS) described in the Operational Policy Framework (OPF) or, as applicable, Crown Funding Agreement Variations, contracts or service level agreements.

9.
Purchase Units and Reporting Requirements

Purchase Units are defined in the joint DHB and Ministry’s Nationwide Service Framework Purchase Unit Data Dictionary.  Specific reporting requirements apply at tier three not at tier one or tier two service specifications.
10.
Tier Three Service Specifications

This range of tier three service specifications describe the services developed to meet the different levels of both clinical need and security that are required in Forensic Mental Health services. Matching the service user to the appropriate level will ensure a safe and secure environment for service users, their families and whanau and staff, and the facilitation of clinical treatments and rehabilitative activities. 

 The following service specifications for forensic mental health services : 
	Title
	PU Code

	Community Forensic mental health service 
	

	ExtendedTerm secure
	

	Medium secure
	

	Minimum secure
	

	Prison mental health  
	

	Court liaison
	

	Community based forensic  Intensive rehabilitation service 
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