Tïhei Maori ora
E nga mana, e nga reo, rau rangatira ma, tënä koutou katoa.

Kai te Hau kainga, me ou koutou maunga, awa, whenua, tënä koutou

Kai nga waka e huihui mai nei ki te whakanui te ra nei 
Tënä koutou ,

Kai nga kaitautoko ö matou nga akonga ö Anamata tënä koutou     

E tu ake ana ahau ki te taha ö matou, ara ko te Roopu Anamata ö Te Arawa tënei.

Ka huri töku reo ki te reo tauiwi I tënei wa.

 Whakamomori is of course a very tapu word for us the te iwi Maori. To this day we still mourn over those who have passed on using there own mind, method and determination. I’m sure we have all been touched by a family member, a friend or an acquaintance who had decided to take his or her own life.  Once the tangi is over, the tears dried and wiped away, the families gone home to their sheltered lives and the marae springs back to normal, that we start to ask ourselves…’how could this have happened’? 
I stand here proud as are the group with me that we had a golden opportunity to learn as much as we could about Suicide Prevention and Intervention through the Anamata programme.  Anamata has given clarity and understanding to Suicide prevention and now there are over 60 graduates today who can quite clearly comprehend  Suicide in its broadest sense.  But Anamata has given us far more than a tohu.  Through our learning’s we are in a far better position to recognise a suicide attempt before it happens.  We are now in a position where we can help our people overcome this blight on our whanau, hapu and iwi.  So today is truly a wonderful day for our people.  We have a saying that goes something like this:

He aha te mea nui ö tënei Ao

Maku e ki 

He Tangata, He Tangata, He Tangata.    
Kei te tika tera
Kati.

On behalf of our contingency, we thank the Hau Kainga for kindly hosting our graduation day today.  We thank Te Pu Wananga O Anamata as our provider of this programme and all the Anamata staff who supported us with our learning.  To the sponsors of each participant, that is the Lakes DHB and Midlands Mental Health
  who kindly provided scholarships that helped us through to this day.  Scholarships were provided to act on the recommendations identified in the Lakes DHB Suicide Prevention 2008 Needs Analysis report.  This report was to address workforce development issues/strategies that will build the capacity of assisting services, whanau, hapu and iwi.   Many thanks. And its is to the organisations that we work for who must also get a mention because they allowed us the time and provided the resources to attend these wananga.  Nga mihi hoki ki to matou whanau.  It was their tolerance that allowed us the freedom of movement to succeed .   
I must thank our kaumätua who we managed to kidnap at the last minute to lead our Te Arawa Roopu into this day.  
Its always a challenge to remember everyone’s names who so contributed to our success  so I mihi to those I may have forgotten.  

Last but not least and on behalf of the Te Arawa cohort, we thank Dr. Candy Cookson-Cox for being there for us.  It was she who managed to impart as much knowledge as time would allow. She opened our minds to the secrecy of suicide and gave us all a better understanding and appreciation of the tools of help and recovery of suicide ideations. Candy, you have not only succeeded with us today (which is an achievement in itself), but most definitely for Te Iwi Maori.
Cant let our thanks slip without saying a small but meaningful thank you to Waikare.  Your silent work in the background ensured smoothness in the foreground.  Thank you Waikare.

Kua pau te wä, Heoi ano, ka huri to matou mihi nui ano ki a tätou

Tena koutou, tënä koutou, tënä tätou katoa.              
�Network





